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composer and also in the audience.   We have no
certain knowledge of the story that the G minor
Ballade tells.   From its period it would be con-
venient to assume that Marja Wodzinska was the
informing theme, or else some tale that Chopin
had in his mind associated with her. On the other
hand, the interpretation of one renowned pianist1
(and, doubtless, of some of his pupils) is derived
from the hypothesis that the work was inspired by
the epic poem " Konrad Wallenrod," a tale of
pagan Lithuania.     In it the poet relates the
forcible conversion of the country to Christianity
by the Knights  of the Teutonic  Order;  the
capture of a Lithuanian boy whose parents were
murdered :  his  baptism and upbringing as  a
German Christian ; his plan for vengeance ; his
brave deeds in the Spanish war against the Moors ;
his return to Lithuania ; his feigned Christianity ;
his election as Magister of the Order, and, finally,
the act of revenge by which he brings the Knights
into disgrace.  Only part of the poem is in ballad
form, and here the motive is reinforced by the tale
of a Moorish chieftain who surrenders to the
Spaniards, announces his conversion to Chris-
tianity, embraces the Spanish leaders and then,
showing his face, informs them he has given them
the plague.

But whether the First Ballade was inspired by
this story or by that other plague which the com-
poser had taken to himself, each listener must
decide for himself. If we judge only from the

iCortot.